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If we look at evidence beyond the sample of 185 societies in this survey, the 
picture becomes even more interesting. Recent research shows evidence of societ-
ies in which men and women equally perform the roles of hunter and gatherer, or 
in which women hunt certain types of animals exclusively. Among the Agta of the 
Philippines, women use bows and arrows to hunt deer and wild pigs. Since Agta 
women are also primarily responsible for childcare, women hunt with their infants 
strapped to their backs. Dogs are brought along for protection. In the Amazon, 

TABLE 6.1

Examples of gender Specialization across 185 Societies

Exclusively male 
Activities

Hunting large aquatic and land fauna, hunting fowl, trapping

Smelting ore, metal working, wood working

Making musical instruments

Building boats

Working in stone, bone, horn, and shell

Mining, quarrying

Swing Activities or 
those performed by 
either predominantly 
males, predominantly 
females, or both, 
depending on the 
culture area

Making fire

Planting, tending crops, and harvesting

Preparation of animal skins, clothes making or leather 
working

Carrying heavy loads

Body modification, such as scarification, tattooing, or 
piercing

Making mats and pottery

Preserving meat or fish

Predominantly 
female Activities 
(none were found 
to be exclusively 
female)

Gathering of fuel and wild plant foods

Preparation of drinks

Dairy production (milking)

Spinning and laundering

Fetching water

Cooking, especially preparation of wild plant foods

Source: Murdock and Provost 1973
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