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 goals are identified through a 
process of participant observation and consultation. External factors that impact 
the needs of the local community can then be analyzed. Finally, the collaborative 
team—including community members—identifies solutions. Since projects trying 
to support change (clean water, higher harvest yields, implementing sustainable 
farming methods) often require funding from outside agencies, the reports emerg-
ing from such studies also need to meet the requirements of those organizations 
supporting development. PAR projects are intended to support social change from 
a grassroots level, empowering community actors with a sense of agency over their 
own circumstances.

Indeed, PAR projects are in place in hundreds of research organizations around 
the world. For example, practicing anthropologists have been involved since 1979 in 
developing strategies for the improvement of rice agriculture at the International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in the Philippines. As one of 15 world research 
centers under the global Consortium for International Agricultural Research, the 
IRRI’s goal is to “enhance rice production and reduce poverty and hunger for farm-
ers and consumers” (Price and Palis 2016:123–24).

Many innovative methods have resulted from PAR research with farmers, 
including Integrated Pest Management (IPM) systems used today across Asia 
and applied to growing sites throughout the world. For instance, Price and Palis’s 
work at the IRRI with farmers on managing pests depended wholly on first 
assessing the knowledge of the farmer and beginning with their assumptions 
and understandings, rather than imposing externally developed solutions. At the 
center of the anthropologists’ work with farming communities is an approach 
that uses a collaborative method of finding solutions, focusing on farmers’ needs 
and experiences.
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Figure 12.3
CONCENTRIC MODEL 
OF SUSTAINABILITY
The concentric model of 
sustainability uses the 
three-pillar approach 
in a way that responds 
more accurately to the 
realities of life on earth. 
This model emphasizes 
the importance of the 
environment, for without 
a productive and healthy 
environment, the social 
and economic realms of 
life would not be able to 
function.
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